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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE PORT OF SPAIN 0643 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, FLAB. TD 
SUBJECT: BWIA PILOTS' STRIKE 

REF: PORT OF SPAIN 590 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . BWIA ENDED ITS CHARTER OPERATIONS OVER THE WEEKEND AND NOW 
HAS NO PLANES IN THE AIR, ITS OWN OR CHARTERED. THE AIRLINE 

IS NO LONGER ACCEPTING RESERVATIONS FOR FUTURE FLIGHTS. 

2. TRINIDAD IS RIFE WITH RUMORS THAT BWIA WILL CLOSE UP SHOP 
PERMANENTLY, WILL RECONSTITUTE ITSELF AS A "NEW" COMPANY. 

OR WILL MERGE WITH TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO AIR SERVICES (TTAS). 
REASON BEHIND FIRST ALTERNATIVE WOULD BE TO RID COUNTRY OF 
MONEY-LOSING VENTURE THAT LONG HAS BEEN COSTLY TO TAXPAYERS, 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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WHILE SECOND OR THIRD ALTERNATIVES PRESUMABLY WOULD ENABLE 
BWIA TO BEGIN OPERATIONS AGAIN UNENCUMBERED BY PREVIOUS 
COLLECTIVE BARGANING AGREEMENTS AND STAFFING ARRA PEMENTS. 
THE PRESS, HOWEVER, HAS QUOTED BWIA OFFICIALS TO EFFECT 
THAT THE AIRLINE IS NOT RPT NOT CLOSING DOWN. 

3. INDUSTRIAL COURT'S CONCILIATION EFFORTS HAVE BOGGED 
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DOWN, WITH NO MEETING SBEING HELD WITH EITHER SIDE 
FOR OVER A WEEK. PILOT SOURCE HAS TOLD LABOFF THAT 
COMPANY OFFICIALS HAVE ADMITTED PRIVATELY TO PILOTS 
THAT BWIA DOES NOT HAVE AUTHORITH (FROM GOTT) TO ALTER 
ITS PRESENT BARGAINING POSITION. 

4. "GUARDIAN" OF FEBRUARY 27 REPORTS THAT PM WILLIAMS 
THIS WEEK WILL ASSESS THE OVERALL SITUATION RELATING TO 
BWIA. THIS WOULD MEAN THE FIRST OFFICIAL INVOLVEMENT 
OF THE PM IIN THE BWIA PILOTS' STRIKE AND LENDS SOME 
CREDENCE TO CURRENT RUMORS THAT GOTT IS ABOUT TO MAKE 
IMPORTANT DECISIONS CONCERNING BWIA. 

5. LOCAL PRESS CONTINUES TO URGE EDITORIALLY THAT 
BOTH SIDES IN DISPUTE MAKE CONCESSIONS TO GET BWIA 
PLANES IN THE AIR AGAIN. 

6. COMMENT. THE END OF BWIA'S CHARTERING OPERATION 
MAY HAVE COME ABOUT BECAUSE OF IFALPA PRESSURE, OR 
IT MIGHT SIMPLY HAVE COST BWIA TOO MUCH. AT ANY RATE, 

IT SETS THE STAGE FOR DEFINITIVE ACTION BY THE GOTT 
WHICH IS WIDELY EXPECTED TO OCCUR THIS WEEK. 

YOHN 
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